NPSTORET in Access 2007/2010/2013/2016

NPSTORET does run on Access 2007 and newer versions, with the following caveats on security, cloud storage, reports, and pictures.

I. Security
Microsoft implemented major security changes with Office 2007.  To allow NPSTORET to run in Access 2007 or newer, the installation package marks the installation folders as trusted locations for all users on the computer.  This means that any Access file that is stored in those folders will be allowed to execute code and/or macros without any warning.

If for some reason you need to relocate the NPSTORET front or back end files after installation, you will manually need to set the trusted locations.  It is best to do this before trying to run NPSTORET.  Security for Office 2007 and newer versions is independent for each user so if you have more than one person who will be using NPSTORET on the same computer, be sure to repeat this process with each user logged in.


1.  For Access 2007, open Access and click on the 'Office' icon in the upper left corner of the window.
[image: ]

For Access 2010/2013/2016, open Access and click ‘Options’ on the ‘File’ tab.
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2.  In Access 2007, when the menu of Office options opens, click the 'Access Options' button.  Access 2010/2013/2016 go directly to the Access Options window.
[image: ]

3.  In the Access Options window, select the 'Trust Center' in the left pane and then click the 'Trust Center Settings…' button.
[image: ]

4.  In the Trust Center window, select the 'Trusted Locations' in the left pane and then click the 'Add new location…' button.
[image: ]

5.  In the trusted location window, enter the path where the NPSTORET front end is located or use the 'Browse' button to locate the folder.  Click the checkbox labeled ‘Subfolders of this location are also trusted’ if the back end and/or linked table files are located in this parent directory.  When the path is set and the checkbox marked, click the ‘OK’ button to save this as a trusted location.  If your back end and/or linked tables are located in a different folder, repeat the process for each additional location.
[image: ]

If you do not set the trusted location before attempting to run NPSTORET you will see the following:
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]

Rather than opening the NPSTORET Main Switchboard, the warning form will be opened, and you will not be able to use the Access navigation pane.  In fact, all code in the database has been disabled as noted by the Security Warning in the upper left.  Close the warning form by clicking the ‘X’ in the upper right corner.  Then, close the database but leave Access open (Click the 'Office' icon in the upper left and then click 'Close Database'), then set the trusted location(s) as detailed above.  Setting the trusted location(s) allows you to install updates to the same directory without any further security issues.


II. Cloud Storage
With Office 2013, Microsoft made cloud storage on their OneDrive an integral part of the installation and the default location for file storage.  Files are stored locally in the C:\Users\UserName\OneDrive folder and synchronized with the cloud storage when the computer is connected to the internet.  You can share individual files with anyone who has an email address and allow either view-only or edit privileges.  This is similar to other cloud utilities like DropBox and GoogleDrive.

An added feature of the Microsoft OneDrive is that Word, Excel, and PowerPoint files can be opened directly on the cloud and edited there without any local installation of Microsoft Office.  Using these cloud applications, OneDrive manages concurrent editing among multiple users.  When files are opened by multiple users with local installations of Office, though, the management of conflicting edits is an awkward manual process.  At this time the Department of Interior blocks access to the OneDrive web site due to security concerns.

Access files stored on the cloud must be downloaded and opened with a local installation of Microsoft Office so sharing a single backend via the cloud is not possible.  There is no utility to merge the replicate versions from multiple users.  The cloud can be used for an off-site back up of your back end file with the caveat that the upload time is dependent on your file size and connection speed. A small NPSTORET back end file of 53 MB takes approximately 20 minutes to upload using a slow wi-fi connection.


III. Reports
Another major difference with Access 2007/2010/2013/2016 is in how to manipulate the reports in the print preview mode.  If you have the ribbon across the top minimized your report will open as shown here:

[image: ]

Be sure to use either the Access Print Preview ribbon or the NPSTORET custom toolbar to close your report.  Clicking the ‘X’ in the upper right corner of the screen in some cases will close Access instead of just closing the report being viewed.

The NPSTORET custom Print Preview toolbar is displayed when you click ‘Add-Ins’.  The functionality is the same as described in the on line help.
[image: ]

Instead of using the NPSTORET custom toolbar, it is recommended that you use the Access Print Preview ribbon which is displayed when you click ‘Print Preview’.  It contains all of the functionality built into the NPSTORET custom toolbar in a very friendly layout.

[image: PrintPreviewRibbon]
IV. Pictures
The image manipulation tools are not available yet in a 64-bit version, so this functionality is not available on the forms for assigning pictures to stations and visits in NPSTORET in the 64-bit version of Access 2010/2013/2016.  For most users this will not be an issue since the default installation of Access is the 32-bit edition, even for 64-bit versions of the Windows operating system.

[image: ]

[image: ]


V. Microsoft Updates
As with all versions of Microsoft Office, bugs and security issues were uncovered after the original product release.  Please be sure that your installation of Office is updated with the latest service pack to correct these known issues.
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