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On August 25, 1916, President Woodrow Wilson established the National Park Service (NPS) to oversee
and manage our nation’s national parks and monuments. Since 1916, the NPS mission has evolved

to include the management and protection of over 400 park units that now also includes national
historical and military parks, military cemeteries, national recreation areas, national scenic rivers,
lakeshores, seashores, and trails.
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Nation al Park Seerce | This year marks the 100th year anniversary of the establishment of the National Park Service. To

celebrate, the National Park Service has established several fun and exciting programs, including the
“Find Your Park” campaign. Park-specific events will be occurring throughout the year. Information
about centennial programs and events can be found at:

NPS.GOV https://www.nps.gov/subjects/centennial /index.htm
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Geology and Our National Park Units

Geology Fact #3 Geology Fact #6 Geology Fact #9

Geology is an important, if not the primary, reason why many parks are unique, inspiring, and beautiful, and thus deserving of national recognition and | K Sy The Malaspina Glacier is the

protection. Geology and geologic processes have sculpted and transformed the incredible and diverse landscapes entrusted to the NPS, ranging from i:i{E;EEf:§;‘5t°ii“‘tﬁ LR  ms largest piedmont glacier in the
. . -7 - b - Qeal - steep wall of caldera or crater . :':::J;tiaallel:fknm\mnrcertain : 4 .

the serene glacial-carved beauty of Yosemite Valley to the hydrothermal wonders of Yellowstone to the vast exposures of almost two billion years of Kilauea produces enough MY s Great wave-like gypsum e . world; about the size of Rhode
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Island. The Hubbard Glacier
is North America’s largest
tidewater glacier and is 76

geologic history in the rocks of the Grand Canyon. volcanic material every day
to cover a football field to

the height of the Washington

sand dunes engulf over
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To commemorate the 100th anniversary of the National Park Service, the Geologic Resources Inventory (GRI) Program Map Team has selected ten

salt, tephra deposit

park units with significant and often spectacular geology. For each, we offer a brief history of the park, a snapshot of our digital geologic-GIS product Monument and has added :gg}_’j i e Wi miles long, 7 miles wide, and

Qpy - Younger piedmont-slope deposits | S
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Qpdy - Puna Basalt, lava ﬂow

% Qpdo - Puna Basalt, lava flow
Qplddo - Puna Basalt, littoral cone
Qpado - Puna Basalt, tephra deposit

BN Qpc3 - Puna Basalt, cone

Qp3 - Puna Basalt, lava flow

600 feet tall at its terminal
face, of which 250 feet is
submerged.

the world’s largest
gypsum dune field.

more than 500 acres of new
land since it's been erupting
continuously since 1983.

for the park, and a “geology fact”, complete with photographs and figures about each park’s geology. Parks are presented in their establishment order,
as indicated along the timeline at the base of the poster. Source maps and digital data used by the GRI for each digital geologic-GIS map are presented
with that GRI map product.
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Additional information about the NPS Geologic Resources Inventory (GRI) Program and our products, digital geologic-GIS map and geology reports,
can be found in the lower right corner of this poster.

Source: National Snow and Ice Data Center (https://
nsidc.org/cryosphere/glaciers/gallery/piedmont.html
), National Park Service (https://www.nps.gov/wrst/
learn/nature/glaciers.htm)
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The Geologic Resources Inventory (GRI) is one of twelve inventories funded by the National Park Service after the Natural Resource Challenge in
the 1990s. The goal of the GRI is to increase understanding of the geologic processes in parks and provide accurate geologic information for use in
park decision-making. Sound park stewardship relies on understanding natural resources and their role in the ecosystem, of which geology is the
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